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A Missing Coin 
 
Father and child fill a glass of water to the 
brim, cover it with a small  plate, and set it on 
top of a coin.  Then invite tribe members to 
look into  the glass and tell you if there is 
anything beneath it.  As they must look 
through the side of the glass, they won‘t  be 
able to see the coin. When you lift the glass 
and reveal the coin,  everyone will wonder 
where it came from! 
 

Optical Illusion 
 
Which distance is greater?  A-to-B or B-to-C? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Answer: They are both the same Father and 
child measure it together. 
 

Penny Pick-Up  
 
Tell one of the children to stand with their feet 
against the wall.  Place a penny eighteen inches 
in front of the toes.  Tell them the penny is 
theirs if they can pick it up without losing their 
balance or moving their heels from against the 
wall.  Secret:: Your penny is safe.  It can't be 
done. 
 

Pull Stick  
 
Two children sit on the floor, facing each other.  
Each has their legs together and the soles of 
the feet pressing against those of their 
opponent.  They grasp a broom handle between 
them.  At a signal, each tries to pull the other 
off the ground or make them lose their balance.  

Make Your Mark 
  
A child toes a line, holds a piece of chalk in 
his/her right hand, and squats.  He brings the 
right arm in back of the right leg, and then 
between the legs.  The child makes a mark as 
far ahead of him/her as he can without moving 
the toes from the line.  He/She must come back 
to an upright position without losing his/her 
balance.  Children may compete to see who can 
make a mark the farthest ahead. 
 

Matchbox Coin Vanish  
 
Father and child place a coin in a matchbox.  
Close the matchbox and shake it to show that 
the coin is still there.  When the box is opened 
the coin has disappeared.   
Secret: The box is prepared by cutting in one 
end of the drawer a slit just large enough to 
admit a coin.  The opening will not be noticed.  
When the box is shaken sideways, the coin will 
rattle, but as soon as you tilt the box towards 
yourself, with the trick end inwards, the coin 
will slide out into your hand.  The other hand 
should then take the box and lay it aside, to be 
opened later. 
 

Match Falls on Edge  
 
Father and child hold an ordinary match about 
two feet above a table and let it drop it will 
invariably fall on its side.  Challenge anyone to 
make it fall on its edge. 
Secret: Bend the match in half, let it drop from 
a height of two feet and it will fall on its edge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A B C 

No one can be good to others without being good to himself or herself. 

Chapter 13: Tricks 


